
ARRIVAL INFORMATION - MALDIVES
Dear participants

Please read the following information carefully to ensure a smooth arrival to the Maldives.
1 Imuga 

Imuga is an online Maldives Immigration portal that is used to submit arrival and departure information for all travelers.  All travelers are required to submit the Traveler Declaration within 96 hours to the flight time, during arrival and departure. All travelers are required to submit the Traveler Declaration within 96 hours to the flight time, during arrival and departure to and from the Maldives. You can use the link below to fill the information.
https://imuga.immigration.gov.mv/ethd
2 Immigration Information

Maldives Immigration issues on-arrival visa to all tourists, if the entry requirements are complied. Traveler Declaration must be filled in and submitted by all travelers travelling to and from Maldives, within 96 hours prior to their travel.

https://immigration.gov.mv/tourist-visa/
3 Customs Information 

It is prohibited for tourists to bring firearms, alcoholic beverages, pork products, pornography and idols of worship into the Maldives. Additionally, strict penalties apply to those attempting to bring illegal drugs into the country.

https://www.customs.gov.mv/
https://www.customs.gov.mv/Individuals/Items%20for%20Personal%20Use/Individual-Prohibited-and-Restricted-Items-for-Import
The above links will give you more details. 

4 Airport Information
Velana International Airport is the main international airport in the Maldives. It is located on Hulhulé Island in the North Malé Atoll, nearby the capital island Malé.  The link below will provide all necessary information regarding Velana International Airport
https://macl.aero/

https://macl.aero/passengers/guide/arrivals#cont_arrivalservices
4.1 Money Exchange and Banking Information

Kindly note that on 13th April 2024, Saturday Banks may be closed for Eid Holidays. On 14th, 15th and 16th April banks will be open but services hours may be shorter. The only banking service at the airport will provide exchange United States Dollar (USD) to Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR) which is the local currency. Due to Ramadan and Eid related public holidays and short bank opening hours until 16th April, it is advised to bring USD cash or visa card when visiting to Maldives. 

All major credit cards are accepted in the country. You can use your debit card internationally, though you may incur foreign transaction fees. Depending on where you travel, you might find merchants that only accept cash — or may only accept cards from specific issuers — so it's a good idea to have a mix of payment methods with you.
Foreign transaction fees are charged by your bank for currency conversion. If your bank charges foreign transaction fees, you'll pay a percentage of the total withdrawal amount, usually 1% to 3%, for using your card at a foreign ATM (or anywhere else abroad).

4.2 Sim Cards
As soon as you walk out of arrivals at Male International Airport there is a Ooredoo and the Dhiraagu store. It takes just 5 minutes to buy a prepaid sim card on arrival in Maldives and it gets activated instantly. You may explore the options for tourists provided by these there. 

Please explore the Dhiraagu and Ooredoo links below. Some options are available for purchase before arrival too.

https://www.dhiraagu.com.mv/prepaid/tourist-sim
https://www.ooredoo.mv/mobile/tourist-plan
5 Transportation from Velana International Airport to Accommodation
The best method to travel between your accommodation and airport is to arrange airport pick up and drop off services from your hotel. However, if this service is not available or not arranged, the most convenient mode of transportation will be taxis. A taxi can be hired form the taxi stands in the airport. Any airport staff will be able to direct you to it. (Please check the airport link too). Maldivian taxi’s do not use meters to charge for the trip. There is a fixed rate. This rates from Vena Airport to various parts of Hulumale will range between 85-100 Maldivian Rufiyaa.
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